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A vernacular alphabet inspired by a chance 
encounter with a local resident painting their 
very own ‘No Parking’ sign on a sidewalk in 
New York City. The unorthodox hand-painted 
letters, especially the original interpretation 
of the letter ‘G’, posed a challenge to create 
a new font from a single line of letters painted 
by a member of the public.
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A vernacular alphabet inspired by a 
chance encounter with a local resident 

painting their very own ‘No Parking’ 
sign on a sidewalk in New York City.

The unorthodox hand-painted letters, 
especially the original interpretation 

of the letter ‘G’, posed a challenge 
to create a new font from a single line 

of letters painted by a member 
of the public.
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Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply ran-
dom text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature 
from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClin-
tock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Vir-
ginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, con-
sectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through 
the cites of the word in classical literature, discovered the 
undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 
1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum” (The 
Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in 45 BC. This 
book is a treatise on the theory of ethics, very popular dur-
ing the Renaissance. The first line of Lorem Ipsum, “Lorem 
ipsum dolor sit amet”, comes from a line in section 1.10.32. 
The standard chunk of Lorem Ipsum used since the 1500s is 
reproduced below for those interested. Sections 1.10.32 and 
1.10.33 from “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum” by Cicero are 
also reproduced in their exact original form, accompanied 
by English versions from the 1914 translation by H. Rack-
ham. It is a long established fact that a reader will be dis-
tracted by the readable content of a page when looking at 
its layout. The point of using Lorem Ipsum is that it has a 
more-or-less normal distribution of letters, as opposed to 
using ‘Content here, content here', making it look like read-
able English. Many desktop publishing packages and web 
page editors now use Lorem Ipsum as their default model 
text, and a search for ‘lorem ipsum’ will uncover many web 
sites still in their infancy. Various versions have evolved 
over the years, sometimes by accident, sometimes on pur-
pose (injected humour and the like). There are many varia-
tions of passages of Lorem Ipsum available, but the majori-
ty have suffered alteration in some form, by injected 
humour, or randomised words which don't look even slight-
ly believable. If you are going to use a passage of Lorem Ip-
sum, you need to be sure there isn't anything embarrassing 
hidden in the middle of text. All the Lorem Ipsum generators 
on the Internet tend to repeat predefined chunks as neces-
sary, making this the first true generator on the Internet. It 
uses a dictionary of over 200 Latin words, combined with a 
handful of model sentence structures, to generate Lorem 
Ipsum which looks reasonable. The generated Lorem Ipsum 
is therefore always free from repetition, injected humour, 
or non-characteristic words etc. Contrary to popular belief, 
Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots in a 
piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 
2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at 
Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the 
more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ip-
sum passage, and going through the cites of the word in 
classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. 
Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de 
Finibus Bonorum et Malorum” (The Extremes of Good and 
Evil) by Cicero, written in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on 
the theory of ethics, very popular during the Renaissance. 
The first line of Lorem Ipsum, “Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet”, 
comes from a line in section 1.10.32. The standard chunk of 
Lorem Ipsum used since the 1500s is reproduced below for 
those interested. Sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 from “de Fini-
bus Bonorum et Malorum” by Cicero are also reproduced in 
their exact original form, accompanied by English versions 
from the 1914 translation by H. Rackham. It is a long estab-
lished fact that a reader will be distracted by the readable 
content of a page when looking at its layout. The point of 
using Lorem Ipsum is that it has a more-or-less normal dis-
tribution of letters, as opposed to using ‘Content here, con-
tent here’, making it look like readable English. Many desk-
top publishing packages and web page editors now use 
Lorem Ipsum as their default model text, and a search for 
‘lorem ipsum’ will uncover many web sites still in their in-
fancy. Various versions have evolved over the years, some-
times by accident, sometimes on purpose (injected humour 
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Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not 
simply random text. It has roots in a piece of clas-
sical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 
2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin pro-
fessor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 
looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, 
consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and 
going through the cites of the word in classical 
literature, discovered the undoubtable source. 
Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 
1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum” (The 
Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in 
45 BC. This book is a treatise on the theory of 
ethics, very popular during the Renaissance. The 
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amet”, comes from a line in section 1.10.32. The 
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1500s is reproduced below for those interested. 
Sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 from “de Finibus 
Bonorum et Malorum” by Cicero are also repro-
duced in their exact original form, accompanied 
by English versions from the 1914 translation by 
H. Rackham. It is a long established fact that a 
reader will be distracted by the readable content 
of a page when looking at its layout. The point of 
using Lorem Ipsum is that it has a more-or-less 
normal distribution of letters, as opposed to us-
ing ‘Content here, content here’, making it look 
like readable English. Many desktop publishing 
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Ipsum as their default model text, and a search 
for ‘lorem ipsum’ will uncover many web sites 
still in their infancy. Various versions have 



19A2-TYPEA2-TYPE18

	 Contrary to popular belief, Lorem 
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Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. 
It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, mak-
ing it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at 
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a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 
2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at 
Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the 
more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum 
passage, and going through the cites of the word in classical 
literature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum 
comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of "de Finibus Bonorum 
et Malorum" (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, writ-
ten in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on the theory of ethics, 
very popular during the Renaissance. The first line of Lorem 
Ipsum, "Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet..", comes from a line in 
section 1.10.32. The standard chunk of Lorem Ipsum used since 
the 1500s is reproduced below for those interested. Sections 
1.10.32 and 1.10.33 from "de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" by 
Cicero are also reproduced in their exact original form, ac-
companied by English versions from the 1914 translation by 
H. Rackham. It is a long established fact that a reader will be 
distracted by the readable content of a page when looking at 
its layout.

The End.

from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of 
the word in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable 
source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 
of "de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The Extremes of Good 
and Evil) by Cicero, written in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on 
the theory of ethics, very popular during the Renaissance. 
The first line of Lorem Ipsum, "Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet..", 
comes from a line in section 1.10.32. The standard chunk of 
Lorem Ipsum used since the 1500s is reproduced below for 
those interested. Sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 from "de Finibus 
Bonorum et Malorum" by Cicero are also reproduced in their 
exact original form, accompanied by English versions from 
the 1914 translation by H. Rackham. It is a long established 
fact that a reader will be distracted by the readable content 
of a page when looking at its layout. The point of using Lorem 
Ipsum is that it has a more-or-less normal distribution of let-
ters, as opposed to using 'Content here, content here', mak-
ing it look like readable English. Many desktop publishing 
packages and web page editors now use Lorem Ipsum as their 
default model text, and a search for 'lorem ipsum' will uncov-
er many web sites still in their infancy. Various versions have 
evolved over the years, sometimes by accident, sometimes 
on purpose (injected humour and the like). There are many 
variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum available, but the ma-
jority have suffered alteration in some form, by injected hu-
mour, or randomised words which don't look even slightly be-
lievable. If you are going to use a passage of Lorem Ipsum, 
you need to be sure there isn't anything embarrassing hidden 
in the middle of text. All the Lorem Ipsum generators on the 
Internet tend to repeat predefined chunks as necessary, mak-
ing this the first true generator on the Internet. It uses a dic-
tionary of over 200 Latin words, combined with a handful of 
model sentence structures, to generate Lorem Ipsum which 
looks reasonable. The generated Lorem Ipsum is therefore al-
ways free from repetition, injected humour, or non-charac-
teristic words etc. Text from lipsum.comContrary to popular 
belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots in 
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A2-TYPE is an online foundry and type design consultancy 
founded by Scott Williams and Henrik Kubel (members of 
AGI, Alliance Graphique Internationale), dedicated to the 
craft of contemporary typeface design. Our ever-growing 
library now includes more than 100 unique fonts created 
over the past 20 years. Since launching A2-TYPE in 2010, 
we have collaborated with leading design companies and 
global clients to create bespoke typefaces for their brands. 
Our fonts are engineered to work seamlessly across all 
platforms and to  perform exceptionally in print, on screen, 
and for broadcast. A2-TYPE has been recognised with 
typeface design awards from TDC in New York, Graphis, 
D&AD, and Tokyo Type Directors Club, which awarded 
us the prestigious Grand Prix for our design of the New 
York Times Magazine custom fonts. All fonts are available 
exclusively from A2-TYPE. Trial fonts are available for 
existing customers.

Please note: We do not sell 
or license our fonts through 
resellers.

Please get in touch if you 
would like to commission 
a custom typeface or rework 
one of our existing designs. 
We have over twenty years’ 
experience working across 
all sectors. 

info@a2-type.co.uk
+44 (0)20 7739 4249
Social: a2_type 
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