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Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has 
roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 
2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Syd-
ney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, 
consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of 
the word in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem 
Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et 
Malorum" (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in 45 BC. 
This book is a treatise on the theory of ethics, very popular during the 
Renaissance. The first line of Lorem Ipsum, “Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet", 
comes from a line in section 1.10.32. The standard chunk of Lorem Ipsum 
used since the 1500s is reproduced below for those interested. Sections 
1.10.32 and 1.10.33 from “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" by Cicero are 
also reproduced in their exact original form, accompanied by English ver-
sions from the 1914 translation by H. Rackham. It is a long established 
fact that a reader will be distracted by the readable content of a page when 
looking at its layout. The point of using Lorem Ipsum is that it has a 
more-or-less normal distribution of letters, as opposed to using ‘Content 
here, content here', making it look like readable English. Many desktop 
publishing packages and web page editors now use Lorem Ipsum as their 
default model text, and a search for ‘lorem ipsum' will uncover many web 
sites still in their infancy. Various versions have evolved over the years, 
sometimes by accident, sometimes on purpose (injected humour and the 
like). There are many variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum available, but 
the majority have suffered alteration in some form, by injected humour, 
or randomised words which don't look even slightly believable. If you are 
going to use a passage of Lorem Ipsum, you need to be sure there isn't 
anything embarrassing hidden in the middle of text. All the Lorem Ipsum 
generators on the Internet tend to repeat predefined chunks as necessary, 
making this the first true generator on the Internet. It uses a dictionary of 
over 200 Latin words, combined with a handful of model sentence struc-
tures, to generate Lorem Ipsum which looks reasonable. The generated 
Lorem Ipsum is therefore always free from repetition, injected humour, 
or non-characteristic words etc. Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum 
is not simply random text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin litera-
ture from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a 
Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one 
of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum pas-
sage, and going through the cites of the word in classical literature, dis-
covered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 
1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The Extremes 
of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on 
the theory of ethics, very popular during the Renaissance. The first line of 
Lorem Ipsum, "Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet", comes from a line in section 
1.10.32. The standard chunk of Lorem Ipsum used since the 1500s is re-
produced below for those interested. Sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 from “de 
Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" by Cicero are also reproduced in their 
exact original form, accompanied by English versions from the 1914 
translation by H. Rackham. It is a long established fact that a reader will 
be distracted by the readable content of a page when looking at its layout. 
The point of using Lorem Ipsum is that it has a more-or-less normal dis-
tribution of letters, as opposed to using ‘Content here, content here', 
making it look like readable English. Many desktop publishing packages 
and web page editors now use Lorem Ipsum as their default model text, 
and a search for ‘lorem ipsum' will uncover many web sites still in their 
infancy. Various versions have evolved over the years, sometimes by acci-
dent, sometimes on purpose (injected humour and the like). There are 
many variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum available, but the majority 
have suffered alteration in some form, by injected humour, or randomised 
words which don't look even slightly believable. If you are going to use a 
passage of Lorem Ipsum, you need to be sure there isn't anything embar-
rassing hidden in the middle of text. All the Lorem Ipsum generators on 
the Internet tend to repeat predefined chunks as necessary, making this 
the first true generator on the Internet. It uses a dictionary of over 200 
Latin words, combined with a handful of model sentence structures, to 
generate Lorem Ipsum which looks reasonable. The generated Lorem Ip-
sum is therefore always free from repetition, injected humour, or 
non-characteristic words etc. Text from lipsum.com

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is 
not simply random text. It has roots in a piece 
of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, mak-
ing it over 2000 years old. Richard McClin-
tock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney 
College in Virginia, looked up one of the more 
obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lo-
rem Ipsum passage, and going through the 
cites of the word in classical literature, discov-
ered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum 
comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de 
Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The Extremes 
of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in 45 
BC. This book is a treatise on the theory of 
ethics, very popular during the Renaissance. 
The first line of Lorem Ipsum, “Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet", comes from a line in section 
1.10.32. The standard chunk of Lorem Ipsum 
used since the 1500s is reproduced below for 
those interested. Sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 
from “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" by 
Cicero are also reproduced in their exact orig-
inal form, accompanied by English versions 
from the 1914 translation by H. Rackham. It is 
a long established fact that a reader will be 
distracted by the readable content of a page 
when looking at its layout. The point of using 
Lorem Ipsum is that it has a more-or-less nor-
mal distribution of letters, as opposed to us-
ing ‘Content here, content here', making it 
look like readable English. Many desktop 
publishing packages and web page editors 
now use Lorem Ipsum as their default model 
text, and a search for ‘lorem ipsum' will un-
cover many web sites still in their infancy. 
Various versions have evolved over the years, 
sometimes by accident, sometimes on pur-
pose (injected humour and the like). There are 
many variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum 
available, but the majority have suffered alter-
ation in some form, by injected humour, or 
randomised words which don't look even 
slightly believable. If you are going to use a 
passage of Lorem Ipsum, you need to be sure 
there isn't anything embarrassing hidden in 
the middle of text. All the Lorem Ipsum gen-
erators on the Internet tend to repeat prede-

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply ran-
dom text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature 
from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard Mc-
Clintock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in 
Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, 
consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through 
the cites of the word in classical literature, discovered the 
undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 
1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" 
(The Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in 45 
BC. This book is a treatise on the theory of ethics, very pop-
ular during the Renaissance. The first line of Lorem Ipsum, 
“Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet", comes from a line in section 
1.10.32. The standard chunk of Lorem Ipsum used since the 
1500s is reproduced below for those interested. Sections 
1.10.32 and 1.10.33 from “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" 
by Cicero are also reproduced in their exact original form, 
accompanied by English versions from the 1914 translation 
by H. Rackham. It is a long established fact that a reader 
will be distracted by the readable content of a page when 
looking at its layout. The point of using Lorem Ipsum is that 
it has a more-or-less normal distribution of letters, as op-
posed to using ‘Content here, content here', making it look 
like readable English. Many desktop publishing packages 
and web page editors now use Lorem Ipsum as their default 
model text, and a search for ‘lorem ipsum' will uncover many 
web sites still in their infancy. Various versions have evolved 
over the years, sometimes by accident, sometimes on pur-
pose (injected humour and the like). There are many varia-
tions of passages of Lorem Ipsum available, but the majority 
have suffered alteration in some form, by injected humour, 
or randomised words which don't look even slightly believ-
able. If you are going to use a passage of Lorem Ipsum, you 
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Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum 
is not simply random text. It has roots in a 
piece of classical Latin literature from 45 
BC, making it over 2000 years old. Rich-
ard McClintock, a Latin professor at 
Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 
looked up one of the more obscure Latin 
words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum 
passage, and going through the cites of the 
word in classical literature, discovered the 
undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes 
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the word in classical literature, discov-
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obscure Latin words, consectetur, from 
a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going 
through the cites of the word in classi-
cal literature, discovered the undoubt-
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not simply random text. It has roots in a 
piece of classical Latin literature from 45 
BC, making it over 2000 years old. Rich-
ard McClintock, a Latin professor at Hamp-
den-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up 
one of the more obscure Latin words, con-
sectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and 
going through the cites of the word in clas-
sical literature, discovered the undoubta-
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Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is 
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Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum 
is not simply random text. It has roots in 
a piece of classical Latin literature from 
45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. 
Richard McClintock , a Latin professor 
at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 
looked up one of the more obscure Latin 
words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum 
passage, and going through the cites of 
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Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ip-
sum is not simply random text. It has 
roots in a piece of classical Latin litera-
ture from 45 BC, making it over 2000 
years old. Richard McClintock , a Lat-
in professor at Hampden-Sydney Col-
lege in Virginia, looked up one of the 
more obscure Latin words, consectetur, 
from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and go-
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Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is 
not simply random text. It has roots in a 
piece of classical Latin literature from 45 
BC, making it over 2000 years old. Rich-
ard McClintock , a Latin professor at 
Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 
looked up one of the more obscure Latin 
words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum 
passage, and going through the cites of the 
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undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes 
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 Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is 
not simply random text. It has roots in a piece of classical 
Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years 
old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at Hamp-
den-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the 
more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem 
Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word 
in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. 
Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of 
“de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The Extremes of 
Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in 45 BC. This book is 
a treatise on the theory of ethics, very popular during the 
Renaissance. The first line of Lorem Ipsum, “Lorem ip-
sum dolor sit amet", comes from a line in section 1.10.32. 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots in a piece 
of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard Mc-
Clintock , a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of 
the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going 
through the cites of the word in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. 
Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et 
Malorum" (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in 45 BC. This book is 
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over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock , a Latin professor at 
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of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum” (The Extremes of Good and 
Evil) by Cicero, written in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on the theory 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not 
simply random text. It has roots in a piece of 
classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it 
over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a 
Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in 
Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure 
Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not 
simply random text. It has roots in a piece of clas-
sical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 
2000 years old. Richard McClintock , a Latin 
professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 
looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, 
consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and go-

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has 
roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 
years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney Col-
lege in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consecte-
tur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots 
in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. 
Richard McClintock , a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Vir-
ginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem 
Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word in classical literature, 
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 Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum 
is not simply random text. It has roots in a piece of clas-
sical Latin literature from �� BC, making it over 2��� 
years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at 
Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of 
the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lo-
rem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the 
word in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable 
source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.1�.32 and 
1.1�.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The Ex-
tremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in �� BC. 
This book is a treatise on the theory of ethics, very pop-
ular during the Renaissance. The first line of Lorem Ip-
sum, “Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet", comes from a line 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots in a 
piece of classical Latin literature from �� BC, making it over ���� years old. Richard 
McClintock , a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up 
one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and 
going through the cites of the word in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable 
source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections �.��.�� and �.��.�� of “de Finibus Bonorum 
et Malorum" (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in �� BC. This 
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24/28 Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply 
random text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin 
literature from �� BC, making it over ���� years old. 
Richard McClintock , a Latin professor at Hamp-
den-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not 
simply random text. It has roots in a piece of classi-
cal Latin literature from �� BC, making it over 
2��� years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin pro-
fessor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots 
in a piece of classical Latin literature from �� BC, making it over 2��� years old. 
Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 
looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum 
passage, and going through the cites of the word in classical literature, discovered 
the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.1�.32 and 1.1�.33 of 
“de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, 

looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, 
consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and go-
ing through the cites of the word in classical litera-
ture, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem 
Ipsum comes from sections 1.1�.32 and 1.1�.33 of 

more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem 
Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word 
in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable 
source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections �.��.�� and 
�.��.�� of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random 
text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from �� 
BC, making it over 2��� years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin 
professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one 
of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ip-
sum passage, and going through the cites of the word in classical 
literature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum 
comes from sections 1.1�.32 and 1.1�.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum 
et Malorum” (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. 
It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from �� BC, mak-
ing it over ���� years old. Richard McClintock , a Latin professor 
at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more 
obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and 
going through the cites of the word in classical literature, discovered 
the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections �.��.�� 
and �.��.�� of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum” (The Extremes 
of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in �� BC. This book is a trea-

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is 
not simply random text. It has roots in a piece 
of classical Latin literature from �� BC, mak-
ing it over 2��� years old. Richard McClin-
tock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney 
College in Virginia, looked up one of the more 
obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lo-

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not 
simply random text. It has roots in a piece of clas-
sical Latin literature from �� BC, making it over 
���� years old. Richard McClintock , a Latin 
professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virgin-
ia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, 
consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has 
roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from �� BC, making it over 
2��� years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Syd-
ney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, 
consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots 
in a piece of classical Latin literature from �� BC, making it over ���� years 
old. Richard McClintock , a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in 
Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a 
Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word in classical lit-
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 Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum 
is not simply random text. It has roots in a piece of 
classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 
2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor 
at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up 
one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, 
from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the 
cites of the word in classical literature, discovered the 
undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sec-
tions 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et 
Malorum" (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cice-
ro, written in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on the the-
ory of ethics, very popular during the Renaissance. The 
first line of Lorem Ipsum, “Lorem ipsum dolor sit 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots in 
a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. 
Richard McClintock , a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virgin-
ia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem 
Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word in classical literature, dis-
covered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 
1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The Extremes of Good and Evil) 
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24/28 Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not sim-
ply random text. It has roots in a piece of classical 
Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 
years old. Richard McClintock , a Latin professor 
at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not 
simply random text. It has roots in a piece of clas-
sical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 
2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin pro-
fessor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots 
in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years 
old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Vir-
ginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lo-
rem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word in classical litera-
ture, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 
1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The Extremes of 

looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, 
consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and 
going through the cites of the word in classical 
literature, discovered the undoubtable source. 
Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 

one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, 
from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through 
the cites of the word in classical literature, discov-
ered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes 
from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random 
text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 
BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Lat-
in professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up 
one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lo-
rem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word in 
classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem 
Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus 
Bonorum et Malorum” (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random 
text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 
BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock , a 
Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked 
up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lo-
rem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word in 
classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem 
Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus 
Bonorum et Malorum” (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is 
not simply random text. It has roots in a piece 
of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, mak-
ing it over 2000 years old. Richard McClin-
tock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney 
College in Virginia, looked up one of the 
more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not 
simply random text. It has roots in a piece of 
classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making 
it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock , 
a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College 
in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure 
Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It 
has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it 
over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at Hamp-
den-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Lat-
in words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has 
roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 
2000 years old. Richard McClintock , a Latin professor at Hampden-Syd-
ney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, 
consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of 
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 Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum 
is not simply random text. It has roots in a piece of 
classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 
2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin profes-
sor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked 
up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, 
from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the 
cites of the word in classical literature, discovered the 
undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sec-
tions 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et 
Malorum" (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cice-
ro, written in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on the 
theory of ethics, very popular during the Renaissance. 
The first line of Lorem Ipsum, “Lorem ipsum dolor 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots 
in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years 
old. Richard McClintock , a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in 
Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a 
Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word in classical liter-
ature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 
1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The Extremes of 
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24/28 Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not 
simply random text. It has roots in a piece of clas-
sical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 
2000 years old. Richard McClintock , a Latin 
professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virgin-

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not 
simply random text. It has roots in a piece of clas-
sical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 
2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin pro-
fessor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has 
roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 
years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College 
in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from 
a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word in classical 
literature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sec-
tions 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The Extremes 

looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, 
consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and 
going through the cites of the word in classical 
literature, discovered the undoubtable source. 
Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 

ia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin 
words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, 
and going through the cites of the word in classi-
cal literature, discovered the undoubtable source. 
Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply ran-
dom text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature 
from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClin-
tock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virgin-
ia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consecte-
tur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites 
of the word in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable 
source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 
of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum” (The Extremes of Good 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random 
text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 
BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock , a 
Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 
looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, 
from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the 
word in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. 
Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Fin-
ibus Bonorum et Malorum” (The Extremes of Good and Evil) 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is 
not simply random text. It has roots in a 
piece of classical Latin literature from 45 
BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard 
McClintock, a Latin professor at Hamp-
den-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up 
one of the more obscure Latin words, con-

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is 
not simply random text. It has roots in a piece 
of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, 
making it over 2000 years old. Richard Mc-
Clintock , a Latin professor at Hampden-Syd-
ney College in Virginia, looked up one of the 
more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It 
has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it 
over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at Hamp-
den-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure 
Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It 
has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it 
over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock , a Latin professor at Hamp-
den-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin 
words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the 
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 Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ip-
sum is not simply random text. It has roots in a piece 
of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it 
over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin 
professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 
looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, 
consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and go-
ing through the cites of the word in classical litera-
ture, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ip-
sum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de 
Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The Extremes of 
Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in 45 BC. This 
book is a treatise on the theory of ethics, very popu-
lar during the Renaissance. The first line of Lorem 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has 
roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 
2000 years old. Richard McClintock , a Latin professor at Hampden-Syd-
ney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, 
consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the 
word in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ip-
sum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et 
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24/28 Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not 
simply random text. It has roots in a piece of 
classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it 
over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock , a 
Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not 
simply random text. It has roots in a piece of 
classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it 
over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Lat-
in professor at Hampden-Sydney College in 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has 
roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 
years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney Col-
lege in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consecte-
tur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word 
in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum 
comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et 

Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure 
Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum 
passage, and going through the cites of the 
word in classical literature, discovered the un-
doubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from 

Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure 
Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum 
passage, and going through the cites of the 
word in classical literature, discovered the un-
doubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sec-

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply ran-
dom text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature 
from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClin-
tock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Vir-
ginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, con-
sectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through 
the cites of the word in classical literature, discovered the 
undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 
1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum” 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply ran-
dom text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature 
from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard Mc-
Clintock , a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in 
Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, 
consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through 
the cites of the word in classical literature, discovered the 
undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 
1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum” 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is 
not simply random text. It has roots in a 
piece of classical Latin literature from 45 
BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard 
McClintock, a Latin professor at Hamp-
den-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up 
one of the more obscure Latin words, con-

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is 
not simply random text. It has roots in a 
piece of classical Latin literature from 45 
BC, making it over 2000 years old. Rich-
ard McClintock , a Latin professor at 
Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 
looked up one of the more obscure Latin 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. 
It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making 
it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at 
Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more ob-
scure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It 
has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making 
it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock , a Latin professor at 
Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more ob-
scure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and go-
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 Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ip-
sum is not simply random text. It has roots in a 
piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, mak-
ing it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a 
Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in 
Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin 
words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, 
and going through the cites of the word in classi-
cal literature, discovered the undoubtable source. 
Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 
1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The 
Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in 
45 BC. This book is a treatise on the theory of eth-
ics, very popular during the Renaissance. The first 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It 
has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it 
over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock , a Latin professor at Hamp-
den-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Lat-
in words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through 
the cites of the word in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable 
source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Fini-

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random 
text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, 
making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin profes-
sor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the 
more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum pas-

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random 
text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, 
making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock , a Latin pro-
fessor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of 
the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum 
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24/28 Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is 
not simply random text. It has roots in a piece 
of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, 
making it over 2000 years old. Richard Mc-
Clintock , a Latin professor at Hampden-Syd-

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is 
not simply random text. It has roots in a piece 
of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, mak-
ing it over 2000 years old. Richard McClin-
tock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It 
has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it 
over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at Hamp-
den-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin 
words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the 
cites of the word in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable 
source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Fini-

College in Virginia, looked up one of the more 
obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lo-
rem Ipsum passage, and going through the 
cites of the word in classical literature, discov-
ered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum 

ney College in Virginia, looked up one of the 
more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from 
a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through 
the cites of the word in classical literature, 
discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply 
random text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin litera-
ture from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard 
McClintock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney Col-
lege in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin 
words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and go-
ing through the cites of the word in classical literature, 
discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes 
from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply 
random text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin liter-
ature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Rich-
ard McClintock , a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney 
College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure 
Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, 
and going through the cites of the word in classical liter-
ature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum 
comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum 
is not simply random text. It has roots in 
a piece of classical Latin literature from 
45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. 
Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at 
Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 
looked up one of the more obscure Latin 

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum 
is not simply random text. It has roots in 
a piece of classical Latin literature from 
45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. 
Richard McClintock , a Latin professor 
at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 
looked up one of the more obscure Latin 
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up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lo-
rem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word in 
classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ip-
sum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum 
et Malorum” (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, writ-
ten in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on the theory of ethics, very 
popular during the Renaissance. The first line of Lorem Ipsum, 

“Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet..”, comes from a line in section 1.10.32. 
The standard chunk of Lorem Ipsum used since the 1500s is repro-
duced below for those interested. Sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 from 

“de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum” by Cicero are also reproduced 
in their exact original form, accompanied by English versions 
from the 1914 translation by H. Rackham. It is a long established 
fact that a reader will be distracted by the readable content of a 
page when looking at its layout. The point of using Lorem Ipsum 
is that it has a more-or-less normal distribution of letters, as op-
posed to using ‘Content here, content here’, making it look like 
readable English. Many desktop publishing packages and web 
page editors now use Lorem Ipsum as their default model text, 
and a search for ‘lorem ipsum’ will uncover many web sites still in 
their infancy. Various versions have evolved over the years, some-
times by accident, sometimes on purpose (injected humour and 
the like). There are many variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum 
available, but the majority have suffered alteration in some form, 
by injected humour, or randomised words which don’t look even 
slightly believable. If you are going to use a passage of Lorem Ip-
sum, you need to be sure there isn’t anything embarrassing hid-
den in the middle of text. 

The End.

passage, and going through the cites of the word in classical liter-
ature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes 
from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et 
Malorum” (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written 
in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on the theory of ethics, very popu-
lar during the Renaissance. The first line of Lorem Ipsum, “Lo-
rem ipsum dolor sit amet..”, comes from a line in section 1.10.32. 
The standard chunk of Lorem Ipsum used since the 1500s is repro-
duced below for those interested. Sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 from 

“de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum” by Cicero are also reproduced 
in their exact original form, accompanied by English versions 
from the 1914 translation by H. Rackham. It is a long established 
fact that a reader will be distracted by the readable content of a 
page when looking at its layout. The point of using Lorem Ipsum 
is that it has a more-or-less normal distribution of letters, as op-
posed to using ‘Content here, content here’, making it look like 
readable English. Many desktop publishing packages and web 
page editors now use Lorem Ipsum as their default model text, 
and a search for ‘lorem ipsum’ will uncover many web sites still in 
their infancy. Various versions have evolved over the years, some-
times by accident, sometimes on purpose (injected humour and 
the like). There are many variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum 
available, but the majority have suffered alteration in some form, 
by injected humour, or randomised words which don’t look even 
slightly believable. If you are going to use a passage of Lorem Ip-
sum, you need to be sure there isn’t anything embarrassing hid-
den in the middle of text. All the Lorem Ipsum generators on the 
Internet tend to repeat predefined chunks as necessary, making 
this the first true generator on the Internet. It uses a dictionary of 
over 200 Latin words, combined with a handful of model sentence 
structures, to generate Lorem Ipsum which looks reasonable. The 
generated Lorem Ipsum is therefore always free from repetition, 
injected humour, or non-characteristic words etc. Text from lip-
sum.comContrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply 
random text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature 
from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock , 
a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked 
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In the years that immediately preceded the 
Great War, the French typefoundry G. Peignot 
et Fils issued a trio of typefaces collectively re-
ferred to as “Les Cochins”: Le Cochin (1912), Le 
Moreau-le-Jeune (1912), Le Nicholas-Cochin 
(1912–191�). Designed by Georges Peignot, 
these typefaces were modelled after lettering 
and type of the 1�th century ancien regime, es-
pecially that of engraver Charles Nicholas 
Cochin (1�1�–1�9�). [1] Les Cochins (along 
with Naudin and Bellery-Desfontaines, two 
other types from the Peignot foundry issued in 
1911) were viewed as a welcome break in French 
typography from the influence of Art Nouveau. 
[2] They were followed in 191� by a Garamond 
from Peignot, inadvertently modelled like oth-
er “Garamonds” of the time on the types of 
Jean Jannon. This trend toward a return to the 
era of French typographic glory was not limited 
to the Peignot foundry. Around 1913 work had 
begun at Deberny & Cie on a typeface in the 
French Renaissance style, but the outbreak of 
World War I in 191� delayed its release. That 
typeface was L’Astrée. [3]

Astrée was designed by Robert Girard (1��3–
19��), an engineer by training and the nephew 
of Charles Tuleu. Tuleu had overseen Deberny 
& Cie from 1���, the year that Alexandre De-
berny died, until 191� when he took Girard on 
as a partner and renamed the firm Tuleu & Gi-
rard. In 1921 Girard took over the foundry 
which became Girard & Cie and work on As-
trée was resumed. That same year a merger with 
G. Peignot et Fils, now under the direction of 
Charles Peignot, was negotiated but not com-
pleted. [�]

By the time the merger of the two foundries 
was finalized on July 1, 1923, L’Astrée had been 
completed and released by Girard & Cie. An 
advance showing was provided to Pierre Gus-
man in the fall of 1922. Writing in Byblis, he 
described L’Astrée as inspired by the types of 
Guillaume Le Bé, though there is no documen-
tary evidence to support his assertion. [�] The 

first specimen book of L’Astrée, titled L’Astrée 
Caractère Comportant le Romain et Son Itali-
que Gravé et Fondu par Girard & Cie, is pre-
cisely dated May �, 1923, less than two months 
before the merger. Its colophon indicates that 
the type was engraved—probably pantographi-
cally—by Paul Bourreau and cast by Pochet (no 
first name provided). [6] Astrée (called L’Astrée 
by the French) was named after the 1�th centu-
ry pastoral novel L’ Astrée (16��-162�) by Hon-
oré d’ Urfé.

L’Astrée initially consisted of a roman and an 
italic design, each available from 6 pt to 36 pt 
Didot. Initials (titling capitals) were available 
in �� pt and 6� pt Didot. L’Astrée roman in-
cluded small capitals, several ligatures (Qu 
along with quaint ct and st), and a swash e; and 
the italic had the same plus a broader range of 
swash letters (A, D, M, N, P, R, T, and V). Con-
temporary French commentators wee particu-
larly excited about the Qu ligature which al-
lowed the Q to have a luxuriant tail. The most 
notable features of L’Astrée were the open-loop 
of g and the high arm of r, reminiscent of Chel-
tenham. [�] The latter feature is the one aspect 
of the typeface that Gusman criticized.

Soon after the merger of G. Peignot & Fils and 
Girard & Cie, the newly named Deberny & Pei-
gnot exported the “Le Cochin collection” of 
types and Naudin to England and the United 
States with immediate success. This must have 
caught the attention of type executives in both 
countries because plans were soon made to 
make L’Astrée available as well. By sometime in 
192� Stephenson, Blake & Co., Ltd. had begun 
work on a licensed copy. [�] Their version, re-
named Mazarin after Cardinal Mazarin (16�2–
1661), the chief minister to Louis XIII and Lou-
is XIV, was ready by March 1926, though the 
first specimen was not published until two 
months later. [9]

The editor of The British Printer, upon seeing 
an advance showing of Mazarin, declared, “It is 

obviously difficult in the year 1926 to produce a 
type which strikes a fresh note, but this has un-
doubtedly been achieved. It would of course be 
easy to make a new type which is a freak, but as 
will be seen from the lines shown on this page, 
Mazarin is particularly pure in its form, with 
the additional advantage of possessing the nec-
essary weight and strength required in modern 
printing of almost every kind. The roman has 
great beauty and distinction, and probably the 
italic is even better—the design possessing 
beauty as well as originality.” [1�] The four-
page printed specimen that he saw was includ-
ed in the May issue of the journal as a special 
insert alongside one from H.W. Caslon for Le 
Cochin. [11]

Stephenson, Blake followed the Mazarin insert 
in The British Printer with a more elaborate 2�-
page specimen booklet later that year. Its size 
range went up to �2 pt. [12] Apparently they 
planned to export the type to the United States 
as several American trade journals commented 
favorably upon both Mazarin and the booklet 
in the spring of 192�. The editor of Printed 
Salesmanship, commented, “This is a very 
graceful face, forceful but not clumsy, with dis-
tinct characteristics, but not undue eccentrici-
ties.” [13]

At the same time that Stephenson, Blake was 
licensing L’Astrée as foundry type for the An-
glo-American market, Mergenthaler Linotype 
was planning to adapt it for machine composi-
tion. Although a 192� issue of The Linotype 
Bulletin announced that L’Astrée would be 
ready next year, the linotype version of the face 
was not issued until the second half of 1926. 
[1�] The delay was probably due to licensing 
negotiations with Deberny & Peignot com-
bined with the need to work on other new 
types first.

This was because E.E. Bartlett, Director of Li-
notype Typography at Mergenthaler, had spent 
192� organizing an International Typographic 
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Council. The Council—consisting of Bartlett 
and Harry L. Gage from Mergenthaler Lino-
type; George W. Jones of Linotype & Machin-
ery, Ltd. in England; David Stempel of D. 
Stempel AG and Mergenthaler Setzmaschin-
en-Fabrik in Germany; Raffaello Bertieri, edi-
tor of Il Risorgimento Grafico in Italy; and 
Charles Draeger of Draeger Frères, a leading 
French printer—was officially announced in 
January 1926. At that time, Mergenthaler also 
announced that as a result of this internatinal 
cooperation they would be making a group of 
new types: Cloister Old Style [sic], Baskerville, 
Narciss, Garamond (from Stempel), Moreau-
le-Jeune, and L’Astrée. [1�] In response to this 
announcement The American Printer remarked 
that L’Astrée “has obtained a wide use in Eu-
rope and will doubtless find great popularity in 
this country.” [16] Mergenthaler touted the 
type’s French heritage, even as it anglicized the 
name: “Astrée is the final and happy result of a 
great modern revaluation of its [France’s] own 
typographical history which has taught its de-
signers what was sound and therefore to be 
kept alive, and what was unsound and therefore 
to be eliminated….The French genius for ele-
gance has in this type achieved the feat of pro-
ducing an elegance that is the same in every and 
any national environment….” [1�]

In 192� Melbert B. Cary, Jr. established the 
Continental Typefounders Association with 
the goal of importing European types that had 
been specially cast on American body and 
American height to paper. The company be-
came famous for making Koch Antiqua (Eve 
Antiqua), Neuland, and Kabel—among other 
types—available to American printers. [1�] Be-
ginning in the spring of 192�, it also imported 
L’Astrée. The specimen book that it published 
was printed in France with design, typography 
and colors closely mimicking those of the one 
that Girard & Cie had issued in 1923. [19] Its 
comments on L’Astrée also repeated the pre-
vailing views of the trade journals. “The roman 
has undeniable individuality without being in 
the least freakish,” it asserted. [2�] Cary was 
much more enthusiastic about the italic, noting 
its technical as well as aesthetic merits: “The 
crowning glory of Astrée, however, is its italic. 
It is a highly spirited piece of drawing, and its 
production in type represents a mechanical tri-
umph as well. To provide for the kerns of unu-
sual length, he italic has been cut extremely 
deep, so as to give strength to the overhanging 
portions of the face.” [21] Continental’s deci-
sion to import L’Astrée may have preempted 
any plans that Stephenson, Blake may have had 
to make Mazarin available in the United States 
as there is no evidence of the latter being used 
by American advertisers or printers.

According to the �th edition of the Continental 
Typefounders specimen catalogue (193�), L’As-
trée was first used in the United States to set a 
Grolier Club book titled Gazette Française in 
1926 and that, “Since then it has been used ex-
tensively for both book and commercial print-
ing.” In the previous edition the company had 

boasted that “Advertisers, agencies and compo-
sition houses have enthusiastically welcomed 
ASTRÉE into the felllowship of leading type 
designs.” [22] Yet, despite these claims and the 
widespread praise the typeface received the 
typeface—whether called L’Astrée, Astrée, or 
Mazarin—seems to have made little long-term 
impact in any of its three principal markets be-
yond. Mergenthaler never dedicated advertise-
ments to Astrée as it did with Cloister Old 
Style, Narciss, and Garamond. [23] And by 193� 
it had disappeared from the company’s Digest 
of Linotype Faces. [2�] Similarly, L’Astrée and 
Mazarin were no longer included in the post-
World War II catalogues from Continental 
Amsterdam (the successor to Continental 
Typefounders) and Stephenson, Blake cata-
logues, respectively. [2�]

In 19��, Charles Peignot, recalling his early 
days as the head of Deberny & Peignot, said 
that L’Astrée had “une carrière modeste”. [26] 
But L’Astrée must have done well enough ini-
tially in France since Deberny & Peignot ex-
tended the modest family with a “noire” (bold) 
version in 193�. At the same time the initiales 
were also extended to include sizes from � pt to 
36 pt Didot and two new sizes (2� and 3� pt 
Didot) were added to both the roman and ital-
ic. The new family was prominently displayed 
in 193� in volume II of Spécimen Général des 
Fonderies Deberny et Peignot. But this was 
probably the last hurrah for L’Astrée. [2�]

The failure of L’Astrée (and its American and 
British versions) to achieve sustained populari-
ty can be attributed to two things. First, it was 
overshadowed by the various Garamonds that 
dominated interest in classical types in the 
192�s.

This is evident in Mergentaler’s emphasis on 
the Garamond they licensed from Stempel over 
Astrée as well as the continued release of such 
faces throughout the decade. Second, the type 
was easily forgotten as modernistic or Art Deco 
types came to dominate the typographic con-
versation after 192�. [2�] Ironically, this trend 
actually began two years earlier when Charles 
Peignot designed Sphinx as a deliberate re-
sponse to the mania for typographic revivals. 
[29] In this environment L’Astrée was neither 
as “pure” as Stempel Garamond, nor as quirky 
as Le Cochin, let alone as “fresh” as types such 
as Broadway, Parisian, Boul Mich and the Nu-
bian Series of type.

In the 192� L’Astrée specimen, Cary declared 
the type, “is new, well-designed, and effective. 
There are not many more requirements that 
can be asked for in a typeface.” [3�] The same 
can be said for the new A2-Mazarin designed by 
Henrik Kubel. Kubel has rescued Mazarin (née 
Astrée) from undeserved obscurity, offering it 
as a lively alternative to the plethora of Gara-
monds that still hold sway in the design world. 
Nearly a century after its initial release, Gi-
rard’s design has a new chance to make an in-
delible mark.
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A2-Mazarin

Uppercase   

Small caps   

Lowercase  

Default figures (headlines)

Tabulator (columns)  

Old Style (text) 

Uppercase   

Small caps   

Lowercase  

Default figures (headlines)

Tabulator (columns)  

Old Style (text) 

Ligatures

Discretionary Ligatures

Ligatures

Discretionary Ligatures

Stylistic Set 1  

Stylistic Set 2

Stylistic Set 1  

Stylistic Set 2

Stylistic Set 3

Stylistic Set 6 

Pre-built fractions  

Superior/Inferior  

Numerator/Denominator 

Ordinals   

Pre-built fractions  

Superior/Inferior  

Numerator/Denominator 

Ordinals   

Contextual Alternates Contextual Alternates 

Ornaments Ornaments   • • • • •     • • • • •

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

0123456789

0123456789

�123��6��9 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

0123456789

0123456789

���������� 

fi fl fff fl ffi fb fh fj fk ffb fff ffh ffk ffj    

ct -> ct

st  -> st

fi fl fff fl ffi fb fh fj fk ffb fff ffh ffk ffj    

ct -> ct

st  -> st

gy -> gy

ry -> ry2 

R  ->   R    

Q   ->  Q  

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ   

Q   ->  Q    

R   ->  R     

v   ->  v    

w   ->  w      

k   ->   k  

z   ->  z

&   ->  &

1/2 = 1/2 1/3 = 1/3 1/4 = 1/4 etc.

0123456789 H 0123456789 H 0123456789 H 0123456789  

0123456789 H 0123456789 H 0123456789 H 0123456789 

Number followed by lowercase ‘a’ or ‘o’ = 1a, 1o, 2a, 2o etc.

1/2 = 1/2 1/3 = 1/3 1/4 = 1/4 etc.

0123456789 H 0123456789 H 0123456789 H 0123456789  

0123456789 H 0123456789 H 0123456789 H 0123456789 

Number followed by lowercase ‘a’ or ‘o’ = 1a, 1o, 2a, 2o etc.

Space TM    ->   TM 

   ( R ) ->  (R)    

   ( C )  ->  (C)  

   ( P )  ->  ∏  

<  -  = <- 

|  >  = |> 

-  >  = -> 

|  <  = |<

<  \  = </

\  >  = \>  

<  |  = <\  

/  >  = />

Space TM    ->   TM 

   ( R ) ->  (R)    

   ( C )  ->  (C)  

   ( P )  ->  ∏  

<  -  = <- 

|  >  = |> 

-  >  = -> 

|  <  = |<

<  \  = </

\  >  = \>  

<  |  = <\  

/  >  = />

OT Features explained Roman Italics



A2-TYPE is an online foundry and type design consultancy 
founded by Scott Williams and Henrik Kubel (members of 
AGI, Alliance Graphique Internationale), dedicated to the 
craft of contemporary typeface design. Our ever-growing 
library now includes more than 100 unique fonts created 
over the past 20 years. Since launching A2-TYPE in 2010, 
we have collaborated with leading design companies and 
global clients to create bespoke typefaces for their brands. 
Our fonts are engineered to work seamlessly across all 
platforms and to  perform exceptionally in print, on screen, 
and for broadcast. A2-TYPE has been recognised with 
typeface design awards from TDC in New York, Graphis, 
D&AD, and Tokyo Type Directors Club, which awarded 
us the prestigious Grand Prix for our design of the New 
York Times Magazine custom fonts. All fonts are available 
exclusively from A2-TYPE. Trial fonts are available for 
existing customers.

Please note: We do not sell 
or license our fonts through 
resellers.

Please get in touch if you 
would like to commission 
a custom typeface or rework 
one of our existing designs. 
We have over twenty years’ 
experience working across 
all sectors.

info@a2-type.co.uk
+44 (0)20 7739 4249
Social: a2_type 
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